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Transmigration of souls
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Movement of a soul from one person to another
Third and fifth questions from Fatwa No. (5167) :

Our philosophy teacher told us that the soul moves from one person to another. Is this
correct? If this is correct, then how can the soul of one person be called to account and
punished then moved to another person who will also be brought to account because of
the deeds of the same soul?

A: It is not true that the soul moves from one person to another as is claimed by this philozophy
teacher. This is based on the following Avah {Qur'anic verse) in which allah {may He be Exalted)
says: . And {remember) when your Lord brought farth fram the Children of Adam, fram their loins,

their seed (or from Adam's loin his offspring) and made them testify as to themselves (saving): “Am I
not your Lord?” They said: *ves! We testify,” lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: “Werily,
we have been unaware of this.” JRegarding the interpretation of this Avah, Malik related in his

Muwatta'that "Umar Ibn Al-Khattab {may Allah be pleazed with him) was asked about the
interpretation of this Avaht and {remember) when your Lord brought forth from the Children of

Adam, fram their loins, their seed (or from Adam's loin his offspring) and made them testify as o
themselves {saving): “Am [ not vour Lord?" They said: “ves! We testify,” lest you should say on the
Day of Resurrection: "“erily, we have been unaware of thiz.” » "Umar
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{may Allah be pleased with him) said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) being
asked about it (the same Avah) and he (peace be upon him) answered:« Allah created Adam, then

passed His right hand over his {Adam) back, and brought forth from it his offspring, saying: I have
these for lannah (Paradise) and these will do the deeds of those who go to Jannah. He (allab) then
passed His hand over his (Adam) back and brought forth from it his offspring, saying: I have created
these for Hell, and they will do the deeds of thoze who go to Hell,

Accordingly, Ibn “Abdul-Bar said: This Hadith was authentically reported from the Prophet {peace be
upan him} in different authentic narrations on the authority of “Umar Ibn Al-khattab {may Allah be
pleased with him}, “abdullah ibn Mas ‘ud, "Aly ibn Abu Tablib, and Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be
pleased with all of them) and many others. Ahlul-Sunnah wal-lJama "ah (those adhering 1o the
Sunnah and the Muslim community) have unanimausly agreed on this opinion, saving: Claiming that
the soul moves from one person to another is the claim of those who believe in the transmigration of
souls, They are extremes disbelievers and their claim is mere falsehood.
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