Fatwa no. 20008
0: I planted watermelons in my land. A man
{ Part No : 14, Page No: 91)

w anted to buy the watermelons even though they were not yet ripe; however, I sold him
the watermelons. Is it permissible for me to rent the piece of land to him to plant it for a
certain period? Is the money which was paid for the watermelons lawful or unlawful?
Please, advise us, may Allah guard you!

A It is not permissible for you to sell the watermelons until they are ripe and suitable for eating. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) forbade selling fruits before their condition is known (free from blight).
This is for fear that the crops may be destroyed and stricken with blight before its condition is known
and then people's wealth would be consumed without right. It is permissible for you to rent the piece
of land for a certain period with a fixed sum of money. May Allah grant us success! May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Campanions!
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