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0: Do the Awliya' {righteous people), hear the invocation of those who invoke them?
What is the meaning of the Saying of the Prophet (peace be upon him): ¢ By Allah, the dead

hear your footsteps. » We appreciate your guidance!

A: The basic rule states that the dead people, pious or not, do not hear people's talk. Allah {may He
be Exalted) says:( If you invoke {or call upon) them, they hear not vour call; and if {in case) they

were to hear, they could not grant it {vour request) to you. And on the Day of Resurrection, they will
disown wour worshipping them. and none can infarm you (O Muhammad peace be upon him) like Him
Whao iz the Well-Acquainted {with everything). ralso Allah {may He be Exalted) says:« "You cannot

make hear those who are in graves" . JBut Allah may make the dead hear the voice of one of His

Messengers due to a particular wisdom as was the case with the dead unbelievers in the Badr Battle.
Their hearing of the voice of the Messenger (peace be upon him) was 1o insult and reproach them
and to honor His Messenger (peace be upon hirm), When his Companions wondered about him talking
to the dead, he {peace be upon him) said:« You are not more aware of my saying than them, but

they cannot reply. JFor a better explanation on the subject, refer o Al-Nubuwat, Al-Tawassul Wal
Wasilah, and Al-Furgan by Shaykhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah. These references provide sufficient
information on the subject.

As for hearing the footsteps of the participants in a persons funeral after burial,
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it iz a specific case authentically reported and confined to this event; it is just an exception o the
general evidences stating that the dead do not hear as mentioned previouly,

May Allah grant us success. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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