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Fatwa Mo. 10176

0: I am a Muslim woman. I am an orphan as my father and mother died long time ago. I
am 31years old. I work according to the commands of Allah and the commands of the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) as much as can. I have lived with my maternal
grandmother since I was born and I am still living with her. The problem is that my
grandmother is a diviner or a sorcerer. She slaughters animals for people other than
Allah and keeps the blood of these animals. Allah knows what she uses it for. She asks
people to bring chickens in order to take their feathers. She makes incense and puts the
scales of fish and other reptiles in them. Moreover, she believes that dead people can
bring benefit or cause harm. She earns her living doing this. At the time, I was not able to
differentiate between what is lawful and what is unlawful. I tried to stay away from what
is unlawful including receiving and welcoming those who come to visit her. But this was in
vain as I know what Allah says in His Glorious Book and what was said in this regard.
People deal with her even though they are men. All my relatives believe her and are
afraid to talk to her as she becomes angry with them. They said to me: "She is like your
mother and she has the same rights of obedience as your parents do. Moreover, she is a
very old woman and she will not live for longer than a few years." I abstained from
helping her with the housework and from eating with her fearing that I may be helping
her with her work. Lately, I have not been talking to her or even greeting her. I know
that a person is not allowed to greet unbelievers. I read in one of the books that a
person is not allowed to help these people even by giving them a piece of paper or a cup
of water.
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Some of my relatives and sisters in Islam said to me: "If she gives you anything, take it
and then you can throw it in the garbage and if she gives you money, take it and give it
as charity." The house where I live belongs to my grandmother and she has the right to
permit anyone to visit her even those who are not Mahrams (spouse or unmarriageable
relatives). She says to me: "I will not forgive you and I will call you to account before
Allah on the Day of Judgment." There is no other house to live in as there are no
Mahrams who fear Allah. No Muslim man has proposed to marry me as I have a dark skin
and I have become old. I would like to know what I should do.

1- What is the ruling on behaving in such a way with my grandmother with regard to the




housework, talking and eating with her?

2- Does she have the same rights as my parents or not, as I fear Allah's punishment in
this regard?

3- Should I sever my ties with my aunts and relatives as they believe her and in all that
she does, though they know that this is prohibited and I have told them so? Moreover,
they perform Salah, but they are Mushrikun (those who associate others with Allah in
worship) as they go to diviners and to the graves of Awliya' {pious people).

4- Is it permissible to eat from the animals slaughtered by men who do so for the sake of
this woman even if the meat is halal?

5- Is it permissible to eat from the animal slaughtered by Mushikun who believe that
Awliya can bring benefit or cause harm and those who commit Bid'ah?

6- What is the ruling on eating from the food of those who receive sustenance from my
grandmother?
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7- Can I accept the presents she gives me for the sake of the Hadith of Asma' when she
accepted the present of her mother eventhough she was a disbeliever?

8- Is it permissible to marry a man who performs Salah but is considered a Mushirk {one
who associates others with Allah in worship) for the reasons mentioned above?

O- Do my guardians who do not perform Salah have the right to be my guardians for the
marriage contract or not? What should I do if there is no Islamic judgment?

Firstly: It is not permissible to work in fortunetelling and sorcery due to the Hadiths mentioned in this
reqgard.

Secondly: You are not allowed to help your grandmather in doing unlawful things but you can help
her with things where there is no disobedience to Allah. Allah {may He be Exalted) says concerning
dizbelieving parents:« But if they (both) strive with vou to make you join in worship with Me others

that of which you have no knowledge, then obey them not; but behave with them in the world
kirdly. ..

Thirdly: It is not permissible o slaughter animals for anyone or anything other than Allah as it is a
Shirk {associating others in worship with Allah) and one is not allowed to eat from an animal
slaughtered by ane of the Mushrikun.

Fourth: You are allowed to visit your relatives in order to advise them to abstain from doing unlawiul
things as supplicating o Awliya' and the like.
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Fifth: It is not permissible to eat food that was illegally gained or to accept presents from this person,



Sixth: It is not permissible for a Muslim waoman to marry a Mushrik or he who does not perform
Salah. The marriage contract in this case would be invalid.

Seventh: The marriage contract of a Muslim waoman is held by her Muslim guardian. If there is no
Muslim guardian, then the legal judge will shoulder this responsibility.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!
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